
https://www.thc.texas.gov/


 

 

 
 

AGENDA  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

Saint George Hall 
113 E. El Paso Street 

Marfa, TX 79843 
July 20, 2023 

1:45 p.m. 
 

(or upon the adjournment of the 12:15 p.m. Historic Sites committee meeting, whichever occurs later) 
 

This meeting of the THC Executive committee has been properly posted with the Secretary of State’s Office according to the provisions of the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code. The members may discuss and/or take action on any of the items listed in the agenda. 
NOTE: The Executive Committee may go into executive session (closed meeting to the public) on any agenda item if appropriate and authorized by 
the Open Meetings Act, TGC, Chapter 551. 

 
1. Call to Order – Chairman John Nau 

A. Committee member introductions 
B. Establish quorum  
C. Recognize and/or excuse absences 

 
2. Consider approval of the Executive Committee meeting minutes from April 27, 2023 − Nau 

 
3. Consider approval of the project Fundraising Priorities list requiring private funds in excess of 

$50,000 for FY 2024 – Zutshi/Wolfe (Item 14.2) 
 

4. Consider confirmation of appointments and reappointments to the Board of Trustees of the 
Friends of Texas Historical Commission – Zutshi/Wolfe (Item 14.3) 
 

5. Consider approval of recommended THGAAC Education Grants – Wolfe (Item 14.4) 
 

6. Human Resources, Information Technology, and Administration updates – Dr. Egele 
 

7. Committee Chairman’s Report  
A. Ongoing Projects; and 
B. Updates and Upcoming Events 

 
8. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF ASSISTANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS: Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or 
services such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or hearing impaired, readers, large print or Braille, are requested to contact Paige Neumann at 512-463-5768 
least four (4) business days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.  





























3 
 

 



VANESSA McELWRATH 

As a wealth advisor and financial planner, Vanessa assists individuals, families, and non-profits to 

develop long-term investment strategies based on Nobel-prize winning research. Vanessa sees her role 

as her clients’ chief financial officer – someone who can view their financial situation with the 

perspective needed to help them make smart financial decisions that are aligned with their goals and 

values.  Her passion for economic security leads her to frequently speak on topics including the science 

of investing, the women’s retirement gap, and the value of conflict-free financial advice. Vanessa is a 

Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and a Certified Financial Planner (CFP®). She graduated with a 

Bachelor of Business Administration and Master of Professional Accounting from the University of Texas 

at Austin.  

Vanessa is currently a Wealth Management Partner at Maxwell Locke & Ritter in Austin.  Previously, she 

gained experience at Dimensional Fund Advisors, a global investment management firm. Her 

background in providing capital markets research, regression analysis, and multi factor-based portfolio 

theory has enabled her to help individuals, families, and institutions design portfolios and plans to 

achieve their financial goals.  

Outside of work, Vanessa is active in her community. She currently serves on the Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Board. Previously, she spent time on the boards of Preservation Austin, the Ballet Austin Guild, and KIPP 

Texas Public Schools.   

Today, Vanessa lives in Austin, TX with her husband Mac, sons McCammon and Holden, and their yellow 

lab Boone.  

 
 



 

TERMS OF SERVICE | Updated 06-23-2021 

 
Trustee Terms of Service 

FY 2024-2026 
(September 1, 2023 – August 31, 2026) 

 
 

Class I (Term Expires August 31, 2024) 

Donna Carter – Commission 
Sehila Mota Casper – Commission 
Rowena Houghton Dasch – Corporate 
Courtney Read Hoffman – Commission  
John Mayfield – Corporate  
Wes Reeves – Commission 
Sally Anne Schmidt – Corporate 
Brian Shivers – Commission  

 
Class II (Term Expires August 31, 2025) 

Jane Cook Barnhill – Commission 
Lareatha Clay – Commission 
Terry Colley – Corporate  
Bonnie McKee – Commission  
Joe Thrash – Commission 
Kay Timme - Corporate 
Welcome Wilson, Jr. – Commission 

 
Class III (Term Expires August 31, 2026)      

Aaron Dorfner – Corporate 
Sarah Zenaida Gould – Corporate 
Francisco Guajardo – Corporate 

Sarita Armstrong Hixon – Commission REAPPOINTMENT     
Harriet Latimer – Commission REAPPOINTMENT  
Kristine Navarro McElhaney – Commission NEW APPOINTMENT 
Vanessa McElwrath – Commission NEW APPOINTMENT 
Dianne Duncan Tucker – Commission REAPPOINTMENT  

 
THC Commission Liaisons 
Monica P. Burdette 
John W. Crain 
John L. Nau, III 
 
Advisory Board  
Killis Almond 
Diane Bumpas 
Mary Stripling Duncan 
Stuart Gleichenhaus 
Albert "Boo" Hausser 
Michael Hurd 

 
 
Lynn McBee  
Joan McLeod  
Robert Oliver 
MariBen Ramsey 



 
Item 14.4  

Texas Historical Commission 
Quarterly Meeting 

July 20-21, 2023 
 
 
 

 
Consider approval of the recommended THGAAC Education Grants 

 
 
Background:   
 
In the enabling legislation for the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission 
(THGAAC), HB 3257, the commission may provide matching grants to assist in the implementation of 
the advisory commission’s goals and objectives.  The new THGAAC Administrative Rules were 
adopted at the April THC Quarterly Meeting, and the THGAAC Grand Handbook was approved.   
 
The THGAAC opened a grants cycle from April 10, 2023, to May 8, 2023, and formed a grants 
subcommittee to score the applications. During the May 31 THGAAC Quarterly Meeting, the 
THGAAC commissioners reviewed the recommendations of the grants scoring committee and voted 
to increase the Educational Grants award budget to up to $340,000.   
 
The THGAAC Commissioners voted to approve the top scoring twelve projects of the twenty-two 
eligible applicants. To fund all twelve projects fully, number eleven, the “Digitizing Self-Published 
Memoirs by Houston-Area Holocaust Survivors from Holocaust Museum Houston for $8,050, is 
receiving partial funding of $2,100 from the THGAAC and the remaining $5,950 from a private 
donation to the museum. 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
The recommendation is for the THC to consider approval of the THGAAC Education Grants. 
          
 
 
Committee Motion:   
 
Move that the committee send forward to the Commission and recommend approving the THGAAC 
Education Grants.  
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2023 Education Grant Recommendations 
 

May 25, 2023 
 
The Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission’s (THGAAC) 2023 
Education Grant application period was active from April 10, 2023 to May 8, 2023; each 
applicant could request up to $50,000.00 per project.   
 
We received a total of 23 applications, with 22 of those being eligible.  Applications came from 
all over the state, from organizations of varying sizes and missions.   
 
Scoring took place between May 9, 2023 and May 24, 2023.  The scoring committee met on 
May 25, 2023 to discuss recommendations.  This document presents the recommendations of 
the scoring committee. 
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Projects and Scores 
The THGAAC received 23 applications for this grant, with 22 of those being eligible for scoring.  
Below are the ranked total scores for each application, from highest to lowest. 
 

Rank Applicant Project Total 

1 El Paso Holocaust Museum and Study 
Center 

“2023 Biennial Educators’ Conference: Tools for 
Teaching the Holocaust in Today’s Classroom” 116.8 

2 Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights 
Museum “Ten Stages of Genocide Graphic Novel Animation” 116 

3 Holocaust Museum Houston “Antisemitism Toolkit” 114.6 

4 St. Sarkis Armenian Church of Dallas- 
Fort Worth 

“Seeing the Humanity in Each of Us: The Lessons of 
the Armenian Genocide” 114.2 

5 Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights 
Museum 

“‘Hidden History: Recounting the Jewish Shanghai 
Story’ Special Exhibition” 107.2 

6 Jewish Federation of Fort Worth and  
Tarrant County “The Sh’ma Project” 105.4 

7 Holocaust Museum Houston “Spanish Edition of Holocaust Remembrance 
Toolkit” 100 

8 Holocaust Memorial Museum of San 
Antonio “Hate Ends Now—The Cattle Car Project” 98.6 

9 Holocaust Remembrance Association “Holocaust Garden of Hope: Virtual Access” 97.6 

10 Museum of Biblical Art “‘Celebration of Survival: Holocaust Heroes’ 
Museum Exhibition” 97.4 

11 Holocaust Museum Houston “Digitizing Self-Published Memoirs by Houston-Area 
Holocaust Survivors” 94.8 

12 Amarillo Public Library “Stories of Exile” 92.8 
13 Austin Jewish Film Festival “Austin Jewish Film Festival 2023” 88.5 
14 Congregation Beth Israel “8th Grade Journey to Holocaust Museum Houston” 88.2 
15 Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas “10th Annual Interfaith Seder” 84.6 

16 Clarion Project, Inc. “Empowering Education and Public Awareness: 
Combating Antisemitism and Genocide” 84.2 

17 Polkaworks “Two Worlds—One Path” 82 

18 Jewish Federation of San Antonio “No-Hate Zone—Combating Antisemitism and Hate 
in Bexar County and Beyond” 78.8 

19 Mesorah High School for Girls “A Student-Led Exploration of the Holocaust and 
Genocide” 72.4 

20 World Affairs Council Austin “The Geography of the Genocides: Ten Genocides” 72.4 

21 Chabad RGV “Through the Awareness of Truth—Peace and 
Tolerance Can Be Achieved” 65.4 

22 Shalom Austin “Speaking My Ancestors’ Truth” 62.75 

23 Center for Medicine After the 
Holocaust 

“Medical Student Education about Medicine and 
the Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism” N/A 
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Recommended for Funding 

1.) El Paso Holocaust Museum and Study Center: “2023 Biennial Educators’ 
Conference: Tools for Teaching the Holocaust in Today’s Classroom” 
Amount Requested: $10,350.00 

This grant will allow the museum to hold their biennial educators’ conference on 
teaching the Holocaust.  

2.) Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum: “Ten Stages of Genocide Graphic 
Novel Animation” 
Amount Requested: $50,000.00 

The museum currently uses print and digital copies of graphic novels they created to help 
demonstrate the Ten Stages of Genocide.  This grant will allow them to animate certain graphic 
novels, thereby providing more in-depth student instruction on these stages. 

3.) Holocaust Museum Houston: “Antisemitism Toolkit” 
Amount Requested: $36,000.00 

This will allow the museum to provide an educational toolkit that focuses on antisemitism, 
including its history and the dangers it presents.  The toolkit will be made available in English 
and Spanish. 

4.) St. Sarkis Armenian Church of Dallas-Fort Worth: “Seeing the Humanity in Each 
of Us: The Lessons of the Armenian Genocide” 
Amount Requested: $46,500.00 

This grant will allow St. Sarkis to provide a variety of community programming throughout the 
grant cycle, aimed at educating the public on the Armenian Genocide.  Programming includes a 
cultural heritage festival, a teacher workshop, a student art expo, and an Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance Day event. 

5.) Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum: “‘Hidden History: Recounting the 
Jewish Shanghai Story’ Special Exhibition” 
Amount Requested: $50,000.00 

This grant will allow the museum to host an exhibit that examines the experiences of Shanghai's 
Jewish community, which was formed when its inhabitants fled Nazi Europe. 

6.) Jewish Federation of Fort Worth & Tarrant County: “The Sh’ma Project” 
Amount Requested: $25,000.00 

Dr. Suki John is the child of a Holocaust survivor, and she has created a film that depicts her 
family's story through dance and music.  The Federation will use this grant to create a version of 
the film specifically for students, and to deliver corresponding workshops. 
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7.) Holocaust Museum Houston: “Spanish Edition of Holocaust Remembrance 
Toolkit” 
Amount Requested: $9,000.00 

This grant will allow the museum's Holocaust Remembrance Toolkit to be translated into 
Spanish, to be used by students still learning English.  The museum will also provide 
corresponding educator workshops. 

8.) Holocaust Memorial Museum of San Antonio: “Hate Ends Now—The Cattle Car 
Project” 
Amount Requested: $50,000.00 

This grant will allow the museum to bring a replica cattle car to San Antonio and Austin, to stand 
as a traveling exhibit.  The cattle car houses virtual materials that use primary sources to provide 
a 360° presentation about the Holocaust to visitors. 

9.) Holocaust Remembrance Association: “Holocaust Garden of Hope: Virtual 
Access” 
Amount Requested: $46,000.00 

This grant will allow the Holocaust Remembrance Association to provide virtual interactive 
Holocaust programming, centered on the open-air Holocaust Garden of Hope. 

10.) Museum of Biblical Art: “‘Celebration of Survival: Holocaust Heroes’ Museum 
Exhibition” 
Amount Requested: $10,000.00 

This grant will allow the museum to host an exhibit that examines the role of the Righteous 
Among the Nations during the Holocaust. 

11.)  Holocaust Museum Houston: “Digitizing Self-Published Memoirs by     
Houston-Area Holocaust Survivors” 
Amount Requested: $8,050.00 

This grant will allow the museum to digitize the written memoirs of Holocaust Survivors, thereby 
facilitating their preservation and accessibility. 

12.)  Amarillo Public Library: “Stories of Exile” 
Amount Requested: $5,000.00 

This grant will allow the museum to digitize the written memoirs of Holocaust Survivors, thereby 
facilitating their preservation and accessibility. 

 
 

Total Budget: $340,000.00 
 
During the quarterly meeting, Commissioners discussed increasing the grant budget to 
$340,000.00. The motion was to fund the highest scoring projects in addition to the $5,000 
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grant request to the Amarillo Public Library and present these recommendations to the Texas 
Historical Commission. This would allow full funding for #1-#10, partial funding for #11, and full 
funding for #12.  Commissioner Mitzner identified alternative funding for the remainder of #11, 
in the amount of $5,900.00. 
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